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Naomi M. Kanof, M.D. (1949–1967)
No sign marked my introduction to editing—only a
suggestion, or request, by Dr. Sulzberger that I take notes in
preparation for a book he had in mind (Dermatologic
Allergy). As small tasks are apt to do, this one began with
note taking and ended, literally, when, in the absence of
publisher’s funds, I volunteered to construct an index. In
1938, when Dr. Sulzberger was named Editor of the new
publication, The Journal of Investigative Dermatology, I was
the experienced and indentured volunteer. A few years and
countless trips to the post office later (I was then in private
practice in Washington, D.C.), I was given the formal title of
Executive Editor, with no change in duties or remuneration.
In 1948 I began my 18 years’ stint as editor of the JID. The
guidance and encouragement of my predecessor, the
unsparing support of the indomitable Dr. Herman Beerman
and his shorter-termed, but equally dedicated, successor,
Dr. George W. Hambrick, Jr., of the several editorial boards,
the Williams & Wilkins Co., publishers, the authors, the
readers (approving and otherwise) all contributed to making
possible a formidable undertaking.
After the first 12 years of my editorship of the JID, in
response to an inquiry I can no longer recall, I wrote of my
‘‘journalistic’’ involvement to Dr. Sulzberger:
‘‘y I have not previously expressed to you the sense of
the esthetic and the feeling of history I have in handling
the words and meanings of a manuscript, no matter how
miniscule the thought or mundane the expression. I am
almost never without the eagerness of the curator in a
discipline not without its sensitivities for all its
immediacy. My concern has been that the sum of the
endless and often pitiful details must accrue to the
preeminence of the Journal—so that in the Journal’s
survival and achievement will remain and be preserved
that which will prove to have been useful to mediciney
that to have met the words and recognized the ideas,
and to have been, on rare occasion, privileged to elicit
more than, or better than, was presented, to have done
all this has been exciting, demanding, and, obviously,
rewardingy‘‘
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